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Name of structures. 01ld ud Meeting House g4 -Heroow
1 .
Location: . On Dry Branch Road, three miles from
Harrodsburg, Kentueky
Owner or Pilonser Hemorisl Association
custodian:
Addraessy Harrodsburg, Kentucky
Date bullt: 1800
(approx)
Architect
or builder: Membsers of the colony.
Praseant Yervy bad,. Now being restored bﬁ the
conditlion: Pionesr Hemorial Associlation,

Harrodsbhburg, Kentucky.

Number of
storiaesg: . One
Material used Foundations Native stone,
in constructuon: Exterior wallss Weatherboarded (not
original.
interior walls: Plastered {(not original),.
Floor: Heavy jolsts, covered with random
width fonzue and groove flooriag,.
Roof's Prame consbtruction, covered with
wood gningles,
Descriptiont The construction of "¥ud Meetlnn House™
.archifactural is probsbly one of the most unususl of
and historical the early pionser builldiangs,

On top of the store foundation a heavy log sill
wag 1lald, on top of which were erected sguare itimbers extand-
ing up to the heipht of %the main roof plate, Thess timbers
wers spaced at intervals of sgseveral feet and were mortized
and ftencned into the meln sill, The space between the
timbers, for their full thickness, was filled in with a
composition of mud and straw held in place by hand-gplit
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hickery slats whlch ware 1at into the vertical timbers. g+ PAR&UV
 i#any vears latsr the bullding was weatherboarded on the 1
outside and plastered on the inside. Thus the name, t-
"iud Meeting House" was derived from the use of mud in
1ts construction. ' ' ' '

.This buillding ig probably the only one of its "
type, using %this particular construction, that is still -
in existence 1in this part of the country.

The following is an extract from ths History of
iud Meeting Fouse, by Dr. H. A. Scomp:

"wud lieeting House 1s diredtly concerned
with thoae Dutch Colonists who, aboubt 1765, began
to pour from FHew Jersey into the extreme weat of
the then civilized world, York County in southern
rennsylvania. These settlers, it 1s known, formed
the famwous Conewago Colony,

"Tn 1796, as Corwins Manual, a New Jersey
racord, informs us the synod of the Dutch Reformed
Presbyterian Church sent a misslonary, Rev. Peter
LaBaugh, to the Salt River settlement south of
Harrodsburg, and he organized these merbers into
a church., Ws now find in Hercer County records
of the dead and the agreaemeont for Dulldlnﬂ thisg
ploneer Kentuckv church which was arected in 1800,
sbout ihree miles south of Harrodsburg, Kentuck
on a hill west of bDry Branch pike and eaqf of Salt
Rivar, This ﬂq the firat Low DLtCD Reformed Church
built west of the Alleghanies"

Prom some of the old records, preserved by the
Harrodshurp Historical Soclety, Harrodsburg, Kentucky, is
shown trat thres acres, "on which fo erect 8 house of .
worship to be used for that purpose forever", wera deeded
by David Adawms and Elizabeth, his wife, December 22, 1800,
"for four pounds, %ten sniilingg, Virginia currency in
rand® to be paid by John Van Bryﬁk, Tgaac Vanice, and
Peter Carnine, as agernts of the Reformed Church,

The firet pastor of this church was Dominie
Thomas Kyle and who iz burled in the old gravevard adjoin-
ing the churchi,

Tnis old structure hns been acguired by the
Harrodaburg Historical Society, Harrvodsburg, Kentucky, in
a clear deed from The Dutch Relormed Church in America,
whose headguarters are in ¥ow York Clty.
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